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INTRODUCTION | 


In my description or outline of the volume now presented, published in 1903 
under the title mobw nnao, Clavicula Salomonis, I remarked that the chief work 
which is supposed to have served as the oracle of all sorcerers throughout history was 
the famous Clavicula Salomonis. 

King Solomon, who, according to tradition, was king of the whole world, and 
who, according to the statement in Ecclesiastes, could render all the joys and delights 
of life subservient to his will, stood forth as the pattern and prototype for all who 
hankered after the things which they regarded as the pleasurable and desirable 
objects of existence. 

The legend runs that it was by means of magical conjurations that King Solomon 
the Wise was enabled to procure for himself all the delights and pleasures which 
he sought. . 

Gedaliah Ibn Jahya, referring in his book Shalsheleth-Hakabala to works of this 
description bearing on the magical art, cites one by name, moby nnao—the very 
equivalent of Clavicula Salomonis. To quote his words: 
mabsn yao Sy omep y> pa an yoox) omwy2 oainsn aedy awyy omann ndyw omni 


moby nAN|aD NASP. DIVA WI Miyswim BSD “Adm Mp w) nwrAla nvm Dawyn 


‘It is said that, in addition to the works composed by Solomon as contained in 
Holy Writ, he wrote books on the nature of trees and plants, on wild beasts, animals, 
and fowl: he was further the author of writings and conjurations against Evil Agents 
in a work called The Key of Solomon.’ 


_In the words of the great scholar of the Faust-legend, Karl Engel, Solomon 
plays the same réle in ancient Jewish Magic as Faust does in the Christian; it is, 
therefore, not to be wondered at that modern books on magic are attributed to him. 

In comparatively modern times what are supposed to be translations or adaptations 
of the original Hebrew Key appeared in various Romance languages, not to speak 
of German or English versions. With regard, however, to the Hebrew text itself, it 
seemed, as far as our knowledge went, to be altogether lost; it was, in fact, given up 
as lost. (Cf. Mathers, p. v: The Key of Solomon the King, 1889.) 

It chanced some years ago that I became possessed of a fine copy of the Hebrew 
MS. of what appears to be this very Key of Solomon. I came across the volume 
among the books belonging to my father, the late Rev. Samuel Marcus Gollancz. 
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I have since seen one or two collections of a similar character, but they are by no 
means in the same good condition or clear handwriting, nor at all equal in bulk to 
the MS. before me. 

Considering its remarkable value for the folk-lorist and antiquarian, I have now 
determined to produce the same in its entirety. In the following pages I have given 
an exact reproduction of the original MS. in my possession, even as regards size; 
a facsimile by collotype process—a method rendered the more necessary on account 
of the numerous diagrams and illustrations with which the MS. is interspersed. 

In these brief introductory remarks I do not propose to repeat the details 
which I published concerning the work in 1908; at the time, I intended this 
small publication to be a fairly full. description, or better perhaps a skeleton outline, 
of this practically unique compilation. I shall but briefly summarize the conclusions 
then arrived at, and leave the reader to consult the original Hebrew for fuller 
information by the aid of the brochure which I issued ten years ago. 

Furthermore, both in order to serve as examples of the contents of this work, and 
also as a guide in deciphering the Hebrew cursive script of an Italo-Spanish character, 
in which this copy is written, Iam giving in this Introduction a transcript in square 
Hebrew character of a few of the passages occurring herein, of some the text simply, 
of others text and translation, or translation alone, reserving the publication of . 
a complete rendering of the original for another occasion. (Pagination is given 
throughout in the usual figures instead of the Hebrew ones found in the original.) 

As far as the scope of this compilation is concerned, it is most varied in 
character. Its references extend to Philosophy, Medicine, and Alchemy; Astronomy 
and Mathematics ; Theology and Physiognomy ; Logic, Music, and Politics. 

The general impression conveyed by a perusal of the work itself, is that it is 
Jewish in tone. Some of the invocations read as beautiful and pure Hebrew 
prayers, and could only have been composed by a Hebrew, whilst the spirit under- 
lying the invocations, and even the formulae themselves, strike one at frequent 
intervals as non-Jewish. The Jewish character of the work as a whole is thus 
often affected by the foreign elements introduced. Some parts, in. fact, read as 
translations from some Western source, or adaptations from Arabic sources. The 
Book, like most of these magical writings, is a true image of that syncretism so 
characteristic of this class of literature. 

The supposed Salomonic origin of the work, and Solomon’s connexion with the 
Magic Art, may be seen from passages such as the following: 


(fol. 6b) pap wa ana n”y andy sao an wT 

monndyo mein qyawass + andy nyaya cam ares: osonn wx aoded sia ain cepa 
(ff. 43 a—43 b) Syn ybor 
The title-page of this copy (though mutilated as regards the chief word, for 


obvious reasons, as I have shown in my brochure, p. 17) points to King Solomon 
as author. It speaks of the book as that of ‘Solomon, son of David, King of Israel, 
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who sat on the throne of the Lord, and reigned over those on high and those below, 
his wisdom being greater than that of all the children of the East’. 


That our MS., over 200 years old, is but a copy of an older one is clear from 
internal evidence, as I have indicated in several passages of my former ‘description’ 
(pp. 16, 25, 36). ) . 


The opening passage of the MS. (fol. 1 a) is as follows: 


saon Snny insp | Vays 
If£eOn ADT P Pa 


miesys Anes ms und vps pyar nst$ wana a’yn node myos essay Sms wAEN ANA 
pny awyer posen adm nyson memes maven a nas an aSnnna o> yn mento nny adnna 
noxdna yy ep awe naesn 5 vdyon tas qoam Ssn any qab a’y andy sox nbs no unp 
yw ovmesn opdan sya ar $yy oan oat by poamw eds nn minden mms mdana wnns mbdup 
rnsy mds 55 noyn ids p> oa yo nbwy onda is by saw Ways ans 555 mynd 

magna péna yay joan $sn amin nasine mdm abnna “1 eas sin tes nos on by oa 
mnnn Siw Syn sone 3 pon nyyydS mininia nesasn ,ovosden pyinn osy pon nyeed pds: yin 
sy Sy 5% pYenem jon omN ovmny amd ayy coe 4 by on oxdan /n pon nyed 
sam psoows 40) oosne paw osm. mip ’o om 325 aan $x5 psy ony nyp aw oD 
*soya> aon pap op ow wap xd ids. wenoedo moa sd) cyae moa xd amen a Sye ona 
nia poy) joey mye onsen po wey veo Sw symia xd pan ody) san naw yan 
amin 55nd; mina xdaon tiasn by rand ven oy absm tonn aye nmin Sop asm spdyndy seynnd 
Ds DIN a Imyy oan Sy xd ox indo wnosa Syn masm ays monn net xa snd 
mayday soa aos oy peda uso > ys sat gay xd xpys oven am op opine usm oda 
Day ONAN wo Ad INA DanD D3 > Desnn noon jay ixay waa ay pwdsr pon yn 
ONY 
After this introductory passage come twenty-six ‘prayers’ (i.e. Invocations), 


some in pure Hebrew, others consisting simply of Cabbalistic names. I here 
reproduce the first seven with translation. 


DAN JIN DAT NWI My Ey ponan pawn om NON UN NOiN cnnewn aban 
*,{JON SPIN. wripn Am jyinns 
First Prayer. 
AGLA (the initial letters of the Hebrew words Ata, Gibbor, Leolam, Adonai, 
meaning, ‘Thou art mighty for ever, Adonai’), Light of Truth and Life, Merciful 


Judge, preserve me and help me by the power of Mercy and [Thy attribute] ‘ Long- 
suffering’ in the course of this holy vision, and be Thou gracious unto me. Amen! 
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pes pp oT wndam ora 53 ma qe Dow nbs bin ann wrp”’n jNND ’3 Aran 
ya pots Sa 55 woe wm pas ow osdd son minty sews odyn saya wn yey awe ods 
nnn yANn yn ay ADA Tray $x on sa ur37 ow or ods oan 55 ppm? m|pa pds ANT 
nemp) qnypa arp wy 55 Sy opm qnaqa x2 qn Joona mend mpm wan qwap mn pynd qd99 
‘ues oan xo mm qm 
Second Prayer. 

MONOUN (probably means ‘O Witness!’). O Lord, Holy One, Father of Power, God 
of the Universe, before whom are all the created ones and the uncreated, Source of all 
formations, whose eyes saw the non-existent world, of whose beauteous grace heaven 
_and earth are full, and whose ears listen to every creature. Before they existed, He 
saw them all; in His Book were all creatures inscribed, the strong and the weak. 
Endow me, Thy servant, this day with understanding, lowly pressed as I am both in 
body and spirit beneath Thy feet, for the sake of Thy Holy Spirit. Be gracious unto 
me, and raise me up, so that I may behold Thy Majesty. Grant unto my actions 
this day Thy blessing and the confirmation of Thy watchfulness ; and may Thy holy 
revelation serve to enlighten me. Amen! 


pany nay Sn ans .nyb oye ba qe pomin as nbs ’n aDpyn fomrqwy ’3 nban 
mx Daa pon yn pd ao Sens yay obyo naw me ova a2 tow pander own nwyo 5. 
inn swe onds: ‘a ans wpm Syn qo yynd nboy no sby yawn nema pina ty mdsd pra 
* “JON JP TY (Want JAMIN Nay by Trav 
: Third Prayer. 
TETRAGRAMMATON. (The invocation contained on fol. 52 b* might be read 
in conjunction with this term.) 

_ Look Thou down, O Lord my God, Merciful Father, for ever directing aright all 
existing things. Thou, O God, seest and lookest upon every act of man and his 
angels, Dwell, I pray Thee, this day upon my good and meritorious work. 
I beseech Thee imploringly that Thy abundant kindness be with me this day, 
to make manifest unto me this holy revelation; and that Thou mayest endow me 
to overflowing with strength and power for the sake of Thy great and Holy 
Name, Thou, my Lord God, who puttest Thy praise upon the lips of those that 
love Thee, Thy men of righteousness. Amen! 


STO) MNaY IN WW oA oem ces mms tndy ombdam oto be awa * 
fom ps Nae Nr NEON pond owwdae ondus MND NIN NTL IN) 
pn: roy ox aan HYD TAIOY fost esa pio jie pn pw 


By the name EL ELODI HOELOHIM ELAHI EHYH ASHER EHYH 
JAH SHADDAI ADONAI ZEBAOTH JUD HE VAV HE AGLA AGLAII 
AGLAT AGLAUT AGLATUN ALPHA VQ AGLA ON TETRAGRAMATON 
TON MATON RAMATON GRAMATON RAGRAMATON TERAGRAMATON 
TETRAGRAMATON, the Mighty One, God, Elyon, «ec. 
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eS) 777 wap ws NTA oon oven b> as SIN STN pbx soy. 7 nben 
naa ‘3 twnw yao NO aw Pen pnynys aS npx wa wb osnn abn vn xSe sy omen 
NAPA AN nsw. ys OwNpA paxdo mew mann mwAM pwn ness owpa paxdo 
‘(nes 7 pos AA ALMA AY PNA bys 
Fourth Prayer. 
O my God, God the Creator, Adonai, Father of all hidden formations; 
O Merciful One, surrounded with majesty and light, who before the world existed 
governed all things: behold, I prostrate myself before Thy splendour and Thy 
mercies which cannot be told, that Thou mayest enlighten me by the power of 
Thy holy angels with Thy holy revelation and with a clear perception; and by 
the names of Thy holy angels may my mind and memory be enlightened by 
the holy effects of the vision and holy and clear appearance, Amen! O Lord 
of Truth (?). 


bs) nowy o yas: powa awe mad ima onto ax wp 8 ey ydpn ‘ay nban 
yon *S mn poxty pep onxann mwa anor xd Say mayne 52 yd ayy myn pra tN 
‘oN Joma sana ys aya ods a pina ndyrt 
Fifth Prayer. 

HEKLAISTAI. Adonai, Holy One, Compassionate Father, who triest the 
hearts which are in heaven and on earth, the sea and the depths, and all that is 
in them; they unto whom Thou hast granted favour, Thou before whom no thought 
or deed can be hidden! By the glorified and holy names of Thy angels, grant me 
my desire and the privilege of this revelation without evil imagining; try (favour) 
me in Thy lovingkindness. Amen! 


pwsop ovasan mason $5 ymin npn b> asm yrewen menan aan PP SaN 4 ndan 
“ODN Snyan ww mx pion aa msted saws ad) asa nia praia > mram s3 sow ome 
Sixth Prayer. 

AMPHIMATKON, Merciful Creator, who formest all souls in abundance, and 
givest all the good things that are favourable, ordering them and guiding them; 
hear now, and make me understand Thy blessings in a humble spirit and with 
crushed heart, to accomplish through the multitude of Thy kindnesses that which 
I desire. Amen! 


SION AWS DD INA IY DVD Daw OMA MD OMOAA as bs $sn aS 4 vban 
pyn vad so axa tin Ssr paw ans qm mend oso oon aim onnm msn jamey qespd 
* “fee NSN nbwa 3 PNID MN WI PID mab day wd yaa Jn (71. p33) prs 


Seventh Prayer. 


LMIHARAH. All-powerful One, Father of Kindnesses, Guide of Creatures, 
Judge and Refuge, Lord of lords, who in Thy lovingkindness didst grant unto 
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Thy holy and beloved one wisdom and grace; be gracious unto me that I may 
behold Thy splendour. Do Thou, judging and informing all things, enlighten my 
heart, I pray Thee, this day with the flashes (? 1. pnaa) of Thy brilliancy and Thy 
purity, so that I may see Thy face and Thy tremendous glory, for in these things do 
I delight. Amen! 


After the twenty-six ‘prayers’ we have, on fol. 3a, the following highly 
interesting prescriptions or formulae: . 


Oy jan yoy Nw2 ONDIB BUN Mr p’yyp’an PPNMAN ryerds ys ym y's AWN 
nym ‘$3. andy) W272 DIN WwWND A OND AYA NI Myna Owpn wap dx IoIDNI mMnA 
robya mvp 55 by Sw myn b> py bx pbs mann am pr tds bap Sy art ws 
sexo ansa persed apts spe OS poop son oxdt qndan ons don wxn norprx3 
‘penn ony .aane pdon nsabyS onn oven inn oxy obo pos ims Tw NNw DIN Ane oa jnY 
noon MwNw nnn avy ans (7) pavax aes nda mani omyy DIN 23 DN IONM yDD3 
PYNN ID DATIINY O'ON “WD nd IM own At aN’pxa a”p2 ¢qaass qy enn swe wp ovdna a2 
y’n ONyD 3” AnyI NIN Oya xX” ww oMys ’2 ApIa ims yo oD 43 ToONN w”Kw wD" 
VI 3M IN 3 12 ASM jOP NIN Bawa wnanon AYN NNN Ss PIBNN WS MD NIN VyAD 
syea yt Sap Sym perdad amdy ina pin somdy umawe aes ayn nin dyad Sy 9755 755 
pomp’ pea rydy wae qwxa aI py AN Tyo mand aw Sewn roa Sy xe 
On :3Ne wea oy owosr ayn Son 


First PAV VHV mentioned by Elisha. ABGITS MBKJIES: 

This name, APUTEL, the priest bore on his breast on entering the Holy of 
Holies on the Fast (or ‘fasting’). It revives the dead, that is, when you make 
mention of it by word of mouth. When written on a brass or golden vessel, it 
rescues from all manner of weapon and loosens every form of evil, so much so 
that it will lay all evil, and have power over everything that is done in the world. 

BANUKITT: Say this regularly after thy devotions, and thou shalt be afraid 
of no man. 

JH HV HV: Elijah delivered this to Elisha in writing; and when placed in 
water, and a man possessed of a devil drank thereof, that man escaped; and if you 
give of that water to a woman in childbirth, she will speedily recover. If you 
engrave it on silver and say, ‘Let the eyes of men be bound’, you will become 
invisible. 

ABSNIK: Written and placed under the bed-pillow will bring whomsoever 
you wish in a dream, who will acquaint you with your heart’s desire. 

NKB NAKAR: This was the name of which Noah made mention against the 
waters, and Abraham against the fire. 

JCHSH SHASH : Count three days, then say it twice every morning; and eleven 
times CHANUNA, and fourteen times in the i outside the city, and thou wilt 
bring whomsoever thou desirest. 
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ANAZA ANSH: Write this on the small twig of a nut-tree, and beat the sea or 
stream with it, and it will become dry. 

LALUN LLUN: Is of avail for those possessed of an evil spirit, as soon as they 
are placed upon them. 

YHYH: Elijah gave to Elisha, and is of avail against every ill, as soon as it is 
placed upon a man. 

TTRAEL: Is of value for the sight of a child, when pronounced and placed 
upon it. 

BJT BJAT: When worn, delivers from all ill and from evil persons. Finis. 


At the foot of fol. 5 b (8 lines from the bottom) we have the following : 


nibs san mya aw adyon tad nny anos sem ben sia any pods yaya andy aps 

bran sem Syne 5% bye pyd ann ar nobwh bx”op yxben aoxa mais apbndy ons ab 

by wpawmr aemtpnd ways “a aya aon ovinyd 573 ena sim mms qwyn bs) osyden 595 wan 
sibs oven 

‘Solomon remarks by Divine inspiration: God alone is One, and there is one 
Faith only—the exalted one which the Creator desired to be revealed unto mankind 
and to be distributed among the multitude; inasmuch as the angel Samaél said to 
Solomon, “This shalt thou give to the people of Israel’, that is to say, Shmuiel, 
the Great Prince, Chief of all the angels and all the Ten Classes; and he gave it 
further unto others. And it was pleasing in the eyes of the Lord, and He commanded 
him to sanctify it (?), and adjured him in the following manner.’ 

As I observed above, the chief word of the title-page, in fact of the title itself, 
has been mutilated, cut out; so that if it were not for the accident that the 
expression is repeated in the body of the work, we might have been at a loss to 
know the exact title of the work before us. This we have in fol. 6b, where the 
writer remarks: nnsono wn aon ayn nya Snnyy ‘I will now begin, with the 
help of the Helper, the second book of the Key (MAPHTEAH)’. And it occurs 
twice in the Appendix (fol. 3b), once in the phrase: n”byw nwyy nnaon appa ‘in the 
book of the Key which Solomon, peace be to him, composed’. 

This compilation then, according to its full title, would be known as nna “2D 
mew, The Book of the Key of Solomon. 


That the Magic Art was looked upon as a serious occupation, and was kept as an 
exclusive possession, may be gauged from the paragraph (fol. 6b) containing the 
following regulation or order: 


yam snp dyar yas mm xd ox om pied won xby rb min nana purr dae us myo pn 
SEDn Ww wa MN Tow w wow ody sma on opoxa amy we way nin nsNdos ywyna 
mby aby msn appa one pe tnonn Seas ard yous xd oxy omen ondad ani mdad aby ain 
SON moyd wpa owe yyan ywyo Soa. 
b 
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‘I beg and command any one into whose hands this compilation may fall, that 
he will give it to no man unless he be Of a retiring disposition, able to keep a secret, 
energetic in the performance of this kind of work; and I adjure him by the Living 
God, the Creator of the Universe, that in the same manner as he would guard 
his own soul, he will guard this book, and not reveal it to such as are unfit. And 
should he not listen (to this admonition) I place my supplication before Him who 
has graciously imparted this knowledge to me, that He shall not suffer him to 
prosper in all the actions and desires which he seeks to bring about. Amen, May 
this be His will.’ 


‘The MAGIC CIRCLE which plays so important a part in these operations 
is described or referred to in various passages, such as ff. 3b sqq., 9a, 14a—l5a, 23 b, 
59 b, 65 b-66 a. 


The yo ‘Experiment’ or ‘Operation’ (‘Practice’) is dealt with on ff. 7a-8b, 
9a, 55a, 56b, 70a-70b; and in the Appendix, ff. la-2b, and 3bsq. It may be of 
special interest to give in full, with a translation, the ‘ Operation’ of Simon Magus, 
contained on fol. 55 a: 
abina myw aa maven To aM aqy2 OND ON PTY DY. ALYY! poy iD yoy by D'S 
[UND AN PTY Momm Ady ows OMEN “92 DAM MBDd ANIw ws adn oy nduy avn pdr 
nduyn yyoxa ney ap nwy wear som pay aayo mim $75 ndyn sy mew ainsm ppd aan 
soxdma ovn oda an 52) spy Dons awe oon ayawnn any xd mine xb ppya 4 TN 
jOWa DINN PIWK Ty :DIWIN par ba3 DANN PAVN Wy 33) PD owas J 722 AD nbyn 
pans yaw ,onn Sama pany wows psabp Seyi pons yawx oxSy pm mana wa TN 
xdy pea dt past nnn xdy poxa xd) seem nnn xdy oes py mewn oad am xdw ‘a mona 
nns am open $x a wany xdx ndya ops owa xd) own mon xdy o'owa xdi pon nnna 
dar dae per pmo bewxw a S20 nesn > yew ape avdy nbeny ww yan py ses 
pave: misay DN ony Sets TY Mae IN) NEON nwa pdae owwhax ubas 
mm 75 ON” pray ww yrano omby 42 nde we yan py sand xia po wD een bw aowm 421 
ans waeN ann wwe oat 4 on Sewn ons Wo my wm man aed) ann am ayn 
AMS nppina mada nvna YN. IN pIY Ova AYYNY YN AN yypn pea mem ond inn nawnn 
sin ps mada oy my spa wown wD anpIN IN OWI Ie ND IN TaD wns 72> AE 
“NNO \P2 ANY MDA NIT IID PNA nN po’ Noy TIN. mAdA qwND ney xd ox WEN 
mod eda xd ime yd am Seen ow moaw Gn ony Seen xdt swan Ana IND 
woo Sy sntay (ana 79) amano rmbew nvden any may xd moma jo omy po ws mI 


SNv7 TN wan AIA ar ys wayon ie Suey snox xin m2 
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The ‘ Operation’ of SIMON MAGUS. 


The ‘Operation’ of SIMON MAGUS should be carried out on a Thursday or 
a Tuesday in the evening. In the first place, you should have a candle of virgin 
wax burning; then make a circle with a sword (as is shown below), and mark 
the four sides with the mark of Solomon and the seals of Jupiter and Venus (as 
you will see’ further on); then write the names of the four sides of the world, i.e. 
East, West, North, and South. Having done this, stand in the middle of the circle, 
and say three times, neither more nor less, this form of conjuration : 

‘I adjure you, O Lucifer, and all thy associates, by the Living God, by the 
Angels above and below, by So and So, and in the name of A and B, &c.; 
I furthermore. adjure you by Belzebuk, your Lord; I moreover adjure you by 
Satan, in whose hands are the Keys of Gehinnom. I adjure you by Lucifer, 
your King; I adjure you by the mighty deep; I adjure you by the Law of the 
Lord, that you shall have no power to stand in the air, nor beneath the air; nor 
on the earth, or beneath the earth; nor in the water, or under the water; nor in 
the heavens, or beneath the heavens; nor in any place of the world; but that thou 
shalt come forthwith unto this place, thou, O Lucifer, with thy associates, or that 
thou shalt send three of thy servants, who shall tell me the truth concerning all 
that I shall inquire of them, in the name of AGLA, AGLAII, AGLTA, AGLAUT, 
AGLTUN, and in the name of ALPHA, VO, HE, VJV, JUD, HE, MAHL, 
ALIHAI, ELOKIM, ZEBAOTH, ELYON, &c.’ 

Beware, too, that you fall not asleep; for immediately Lucifer with his 
companions will come, or he will send three of his messengers or associates who 
will say unto you, ‘ What dost thou want or desire and wherefore hast thou brought 
us?’ Then at once ask of them three things that you wish, and they will tell ai 
After the reply bid them farewell in the manner known. 

It is meet that you should perform this on Thursday or Tuesday while the moon 
is on the increase (Jit. ‘increasing her light’), and it should only be practised, if 
possible, in the months February, May, August, or Octeber, when the sun and moon 
are equal in number [of hours (?)], otherwise at full moon. Now this is an unfailing 
experiment, tested by many; but it is requisite that you should be perfectly clean 
‘and pure in body and soul. Do not ask more than three questions; for if you 
ask more, they will not reply nor answer. Understand, too, that whatever grade 
or kind of spirits they may be, they never answer more than three questions. 

I, the writer (so it was written), have tested this ‘Experiment’, and found it true. 


The concluding statement in connexion with another such ‘Operation’ (ff. 
56 a-56 b), headed ‘nN) ADI pro? ‘An Operation tested and true’, contains these 
remarkable words: ‘This Operation has been learnt from a certain demon who 
placed herself at the service of the writer (so it was written), and taught him this 
process, which is true.’ 
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Another characteristic ‘Operation’ we have on ff. 70a-70b. It runs as 
follows: 
35 am oman yds ay anm onsn nd onsna ope S52 myynd Som PPI iyo 
snesn xd yd pn ost pom nos aduy am sana py awy 20m pa DIN Ins J4n Awe 
35 am o’ny vbyyn qin quad amy ypnnr $n sann mp ossn sweay on vans Abwym nayd 
nbynd a mow nwa den syppspn oon ar ay aden ara anos 9a ot adi nds abs adp 
seen dayd spy qnuyn xd pea oysn man py mad ans cp ys) mwean nnn /a apy jn 
AyIWAN TN 2A |’2 AI ANA ONY (sz) PIO PRI A Adpn pynn nxn Anan mwyyd nyan 
nox ovn o'pox meme naa awn qnan oy > awe vox PPRt3 NDIA MI pPIwS ynNw 
WaoNd INS GON ONDA ow owsNA dsp psa ord mavin bya see swe xian qsdon pon 
mimay mbwen Ssay ayn vbyn voxdoa ppxna qyses tin 55m sa onbyn ved seen pin bx 
SNE owd of mine) omnes) oeipn oxdon wbx }PINA paex my omAD xany DHA 
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The ‘ Operation’ BARAKON. 


This may be carried out in any place, with associates or without, better without. 
In the first place you must have a sword, very sharp and glittering, and make with 
this sword a circle. Have all the requisites ready, so that you should not have to go 
out of the circle, when you have once entered it. Having entered it, take the said 
sword, and fix it in front of you within the circle. Afterwards you must have the 
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hide of a dog unborn and the blood of a hawk (?), and write on this hide with this 
blood these characters in two lines one above the other....... Understand that 
having conversed once with the spirit, there is no further need of the circle; and 
if you wish to employ this test, you need but take the hide in your right hand and 
say this Psalm three times, after which repeat this conjuration : 

‘I adjure thee, O Spirit, called BARAKON, by the faith that is in thee, 
together with thy associate the demon, and by the power and truth of the Living 
God, true and merciful, and by that Angel who, on the Day of Judgment, shall 
with the sound of the trumpets say: “Rise, all ye men and women that are dead”, 
and he shall say, “Come, Come, Come unto the righteous judgment before God, 
Creator of All”’. 

‘Furthermore, I adjure thee, BARAKON, by these holy angels, their ministers, 
and their signs; by the name Raphaél and his minister, the Sun; Gabriel and his 
minister, the Moon; Samaél and his minister, Mars; Michaél and his minister, 
Venus; Kaphsiel and his minister, Saturn; (I adjure thee) to appear before me 
quickly in human form without harming either my body or my soul and members, 
by the power of the Living God of Life and Truth, and He will subdue thee so that 
thou come to reply to me. 

‘I next adjure thee by the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, 
Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricornus, Aquarius, Pisces; and 
by thee, O Gabriel, the angel who gave strength unto Samson, and who inspired 
with wisdom King Solomon, peace be to him! I further adjure thee, BARAKON, 
by the Holy Names ADONAT, A. B., and by the name CHUZU, at the sound of 
which when proclaimed at midnight all the dead, both good and bad, shall rise 
in the twinkling of an eye; and by the name SOTER, by means of which the 
Creator, ADONAI ELOHIM, shall cause all the stones of all the buildings of the 
world to tumble one against the other, so that they shall be everturned and engage in 
war together; then shall the human creatures “say unto the mountains, Come, fall 
upon us, and to the hills, cover us” (cf. Hosea x. 8)... . 

‘And I adjure thee by the Ineffable Name, with which ELOHIM after the Day 
of Judgment shall slay the Satan and his select ones, and all the wicked of heart 
shall be put into a stream of fire; whilst his own elect shall be glad and rejoice in 
the glory and pride of the Living God, and there they shall find their delight, and 
rest the everlasting rest. 

‘Again, I adjure thee, O BARAKON, by the spirit of Him on high (? for 
yoyn, 1. pbyn), together with thy associates, also by the Eternal Being, blessed and 
glorified in the recesses of the high places, tremendous in His world and the 
heaven of heavens, served by all His creatures for ever and unto all generations, 
that thou come speedily in the form of a little man. I further adjure thee 
by the holy ministering angels and by all the Names of the Lord, that thou come 
quickly, that no obstacle prevent thee, nor any cause whatsoever. I further 
adjure thee, BARAKON, by all the things created by the Lord on high or below 
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(and he shall detail the foremost creatures) that you come immediately and without 
delay in the form of a little man, without hurt, trembling, or fear whatsoever, either 
to my body or my soul or to any of my members. I again adjure thee by the 
extraordinary portion of joy which the Lord allotted to the Angel Michael and the 
Angel Gabriel in the grade of holiness.’ — 

Thereupon immediately there will come the spirit that understands and listen 
to your commands, and tell you all you desire. He will come in human form at 
all times that you wish to speak to him; as for thee, ask whatever thou choosest, 
and he will answer truthfully, in humility, and with cheerful heart. 


Of Conjurations we have the following typical form (fol. 23 b-24 a) : 
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‘I furthermore conjure you in the name of the Creator of All, the Fashioner of 
All, and the Maker of All, the Possessor of All, the Beginning and End of All, 
possessing and none possessing Him, the Fashioner and not fashioning Him, the 
producer and none producing Him, Lord and none lord to Him, Ruler and none 
ruling Him, He the cause of existence, and none the cause of His Existence, the 
First and no first to Him, the Last and none after Him; the Creator, and all are 
His creatures; the Fashioner, and all are His formations; the Possessor, and all 
are His possessions; the Maker, and all things are made by Him; the Worker, and 
all are His works; Lord, and all are His servants; Ruler, and over all is His 
dominion; the Source of Existence, and all exist by Him; the Cause, and all is 
the effect of this Cause; all shall pass away, but He lives and remains to all 
everlasting, Selah! (I adjure you) that you stir not from this spot until you fulfil 
my desire and will, my command and request, which is So and So, &c.’ 


Another class of conjuration, different in so far that it adjures by means of 
Cabbalistic Names in place of being a direct appeal to the ‘Creator of All’, will be 
found on fol. 45a: 
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‘We furthermore conjure thee and decree concerning thee PILIT (or BILID) 
son of ANT, son of NASHARON, son of SHAMLON, son of MINIKUAM, son 
of JUKAR, son of SHAMSHA, son of NAADAME, son of VATALE, son of 
VASHVASH, son of ASHRAUD, son of MARA, son of ASHMEDATI, son of 
SHUNARON (or SHOMRON), who were princes over all the angels and Caesars, 
for he ruled in the days of Solomon and in the days of the Prophets, and ruled over 
you by reason of great deeds—thee do we adjure by force and all who are near thee. 
We further adjure thee, O BILT, that thou come as a help for the sake of the 
glory of thy father ANT, and for that of thy mother NAEMAH, with favour and 
not in anger, with joy and not in sorrow, with truth and not with falsehood, to do 
that which I have desired, &c.’ 
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A characteristic counterpart to such request will be found in the reply on 
fol. 46a: 

‘I, BILT the Great, the Eastern One, am ready to respond to every request 
which thou makest, and to fulfil thy will, and wish, and longing entirely; ask of me, 
and it shall be done forthwith; I, ASHMEDAI, King of the South, the Great 
Philosopher. Wouldst thou know concerning the past, present, and future, behold 
I am ready to answer, and to solve all thy doubts.’ 


One of the most interesting, perhaps, of all the Conjurations, is the one occurring 
in the Appendix, fol.6a-6b. It runs as follows: 


Supe pry vind 

(DID) AY PPNa wany odo py pa a”zpA (sic) mya psn ae Sener nds /n pws 
IW oiwya mao > wey p’ae by mbay Sawa oyna samy [Ant a”apnd an ard ar onpe mein oAMD) 
yawn sae (MS. inssnd) ynsend 7 p> amine pa ww pw a”apnd maxden oo oyn Dp 
bya SIS wes AUN oem Syne cabs miway 0 pea p’ap pya ww bs on ow mr mp 
Sean awa byw pea (AY x") ‘nay owa PIMIN ova apn by o”yn pw 2 pw 
beesatn cen Seay Span So awa wean yun webs wm qb Csemrrey nea 
Destpn pa nym paw own mbps voxdy 52 away pempn oraxdon PND poy pins 
pwn a’apn nbyo wa ns onwon poxben nwa o’y pya man sp Ty ows A Myy Dw 
sass din pnd ww ov ow Sibon ww op Any oxy whys n’apn snay ap ban py pm and 
ang ao 935 maps ow andy peyn joy pyd pin wgynt anton ww dn odin os mown b> ww pnp as 
awa paxd ayvan ayyd ayn syd osyney ayyd swan qwad orynp absn pps jp pin 7 
MAX ABD AON Da (si)sop Sy oyayNa mY oye Son oa DMyD 4 Ar AW Umeayn nbs 

ron n’ya Np DY N72 ON DD oO Ar ney (pya S7ae ser 5%) ow2 


XV1 BOOK OF THE KEY OF SOLOMON 


A Specific for Pain in the Eyes. 


‘In the name of the Lord, God of Israel, who sitteth upon the Cherubim. The 
Holy One, blessed be He, shone forth in the Garden of Eden, and the Angels after 
Him. When they had entered into the midst of the Garden of Eden, their faces 
were sad, and they said one to the other, “ Wherefore is the Holy One, blessed be 
He, troubled? He is angered on account of the low state of A, son of B, who has 
a sore or bad water in his eye”. Thereupon the angels addressed the Holy One, 
saying: “As Thou hast it in Thy power to heal him, may it be Thy will to restore 
him to health!” And I will conjure this sore or this water in the eye of A, son of B, 
by the name ADONAI ZEBAOTH, God of Israel, and by the name EHYH ASHER 
EHYH, and by the name METATRON, and by the seventy-two Names of the Holy 
One, and by the name ADRIBUN, and by the name SHABHI (according to another 
reading, SHABTI), and by the name SHMUIEL, the Great Prince, and by the name 
of the angel SHAMSHIEL, and by the name of ELIAS, ENOCH, the prophet, and 
by the name MICHAEL, GABRIEL, and RAPHAEL, and by the name of 
HADARMIEL, PISHON, MITMON, SIGRON, the Holy Angels, and in the name 
of all the angels of the Upper Region, and in the name of the holy SERAPHIM, 
HAYOTH and OPHANIM, and in the name of the Ten Generations, and in the name 
of the Ten Scrolls of the Law, and in the name of the Ten Sephiroth, and in the 
name of the angels that minister in the presence of the Exalted Holy One, blessed be 
He; and in the name of bread, water, and wine, and all that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, hath created in His world; (I adjure you) whatever you be, whether film or 
spot or water, or white, or malady, or grit, or thorn, any sort of darkness, or worm, 
that you go forth or die, and depart out of the eye, or from these eyes; or as regards 
any other thing that can be blotted out, that it go forth out of these eyes, from the 
eye to the flesh, and from the flesh to the bone, and from the kone to the skin, and 
from the skin to the hair, and from the hair to the earth, in the name of ADONAT, 
God Zebaoth.’ 

Let him do this three times a day, and each time let him sprinkle with his 
third finger of the water, and drop one drop ‘in the Name’ (it seems to me—adds the 
copyist—the author meant ‘in the eye’); let him do this nine days or twenty-one 
days, and with the help of God he will be healed. Finis. 


Concerning the influence of the planetary system upon the life of man, we have, 
on fol. 52 b, the following: 

Saturn has of man’s body the bones, the millet, the right ear, and the urinary part. 

Jupiter has of man’s body the liver, the left ear, and the ribs. 

Mars has of man’s body the gall, the right nostril, the sinews, and the kidneys. 

The Sun has of man’s body the heart and the right eye during the day, and the 
opposite during the night, the brain in the head, the arteries, and the right side of 
the body. 
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Venus has of man’s body the flesh and fat, the private part and semen in man. 

Mercury has of man’s body the tongue, mouth, and sinews. 

The Moon has of man’s body the left eye during the day, and the opposite 
during the night, the lung, the throat, the map bowel, the womb, and all the left 
side of-the body. 


The details connected with the fumigation relating to these planets, to which 
reference is made on fol. 37b, and more particularly the form of the Prayer, are 
specially interesting. We read: 


‘Red sandal-wood for the Sun, aloe for the Moon, pepper for Mars, mastix for 
Mercury, saffron for Jupiter, costus for Venus, brimstone for Saturn. Thereafter the 
priest shall bless them, and the priest shall say this Prayer: O God of Abraham, God 
of Isaac,.and God of Jacob, put Thy blessing upon these perfumes, so as to enlarge 
the power of their fragrance and their efficacy, in order that no enemy shall be able 

‘to enter them, nor any other forms, in the Name of Adonai, the Living God, and 
Ruler for generation upon generation. Amen!’ 


Among other interesting items we might note, that in the paragraph under the 
heading ‘Chapter on Theft’ (fol. 70b) there is the diagram of an eye on fol. 71a, 
surrounded on the upper side with the curious expressions vinn bi3, Got Magot, the 
Old French spelling of Gog Magog. 


The last two prescriptions in the present collection are as follows: 
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1. To see a light burning in the midst of the water, take a wax candle and write 
these names upon it; then cast it into the water. They are AIKA, AKVA, AKA, 
PTIYA. 
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2. To overpower a king or ruler, or whomsoever thou desirest, to do thy will. 

Before all things wash thy face, hands, and feet ; read the Shema (i.e. Deut. vi. 4); 
then stand on thy left foot, and repeat three times this Conjuration : 

‘I call upon you, ye demons, who are appointed to coerce humankind, whose 
names are SHANSHIMON, SHANAUN, SHANGDIEL, SANGDIEL, TAMPALTI, 
VVISHTROM, VHSHR, ARMNIEL, EL; and I further call upon you, O BEEL 
ZEBUB, ZRON, ROHI, KIBAISH, BINTIVASH, and all your set appointed for 
this purpose. I call upon you and adjure you, I decree and ordain upon you by 
these Names of God, formed of the 72 (names), and by the Name of the 216 letters, 
being the sum-total of the three verses (of Exodus xiv. 19, 20, 21) beginning with 
the words yo (And he journeyed), x1» (And he came), &» (And he stretched)—let him 
make mention of all the names), that you go this very night to A, son of B, that you 
stand ovér him, and intimidate him, and overwhelm him, and show him my likeness, 
and tell him to beware of his life and do all my will, which is so and so; that should 
he not perform it, he will in that week die a sudden death. And thou shalt adjure 
him in a dream to do so. Should he be unwilling to swear, you smite him, and 
stand over him, and frighten him until he swears that he will do so. And you shall 
coerce him all that night by dream after dream and dream within dream, until he be 
entirely willing to do my bidding, and come during the day to seek me out (or send 
after me to call me) literally, so as to do my will. And the zealous and speedy 
runner shall run before you, namely BOLIM, and you shall hasten and go after 
him to do unto him in this matter as you did unto Laban, the Syrian, and unto 
Abimelech, King of the Philistines. I further decree upon you by the power 
of the Name compounded of (the words) Bereshith (i.e. ‘In the beginning’, Gen. i. 1) 
till Vo-Vouhu (i.e. ‘and void’, ibid. i. 2), that is, the Name of the 72 (letters)—he 
should mention the Name—that ye shall have no rest, nor ease, neither in heaven, 
nor on earth, neither in the air, nor in the water, nor in any spot in all the worlds 
which our Creator hath formed, until ye complete this matter in accordance with my 
wish and desire, by the Name that was written on the forehead of Aaron, the priest— 
that ye go directly and immediately. Finis.’ 


‘What offices the various Spirits are prepared to perform are as interesting as 
they are varied. For example, we read (ff. 46 a-48 a) of such ready and valuable 
services as the following : 

‘Lo, we are prepared to revive the dead, &c.’ 

‘Lo, we are prepared to place ships and boats at your disposal, on the seas and on 
the streams as you desire, &c.’ 
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‘Lo, we are prepared to break the locks of wardrobes and safes containing hidden 
treasures, &c.’ 

‘Lo, we are prepared to obey your commands, and wherever you please there 
shall meet 10,000 or even a million men in arms, &c.’ 

There is a paragraph (fol. 66 a) telling how ‘to shut up a spirit in a ring, so that 
you may converse with it by day and by night, and it will teach you if you wish all 
that can be done in the world’. There are directions (fol. 67 a) for ‘rendering 
yourself invisible’; for ‘eluding prison and fetters’; telling how you can injure 
any enemy (fol. 68b); for one who has taken poison; for one petitioning a lord or 
ruler (ff. 6a-6 b, Appendix). 


The divers other paraphernalia required in the performance of the magical acts, 
such as the knife, the sickle, water and hyssop, light and fire, &c., are all minutely 
described ; the conjurations for the days of the week, and the relation of the Signs of 
the Zodiac to the art of Magic, are set forth in detail. 

The Mystic Alphabet or ‘Alphabet of the Angels’ is given on fol. 1a of the 
Appendix; and on fol. 40b there is, touching angels, an excerpt from the Book 
of the Angel Rasiel—a work that has long been regarded as perhaps the standard 
compilation of Jewish practical Magic. We can adduce no better example in 
support of this statement than the final prayer contained in our Key, which, 
extending over nearly four pages (ff. 71a-72 b), apostrophizes God as the ‘ King’, 
going through the entire Alphabet a greater or less number of times in order to 
describe His distinctive attributes. : 

A similar passage occurs in the Book of Rasiel (towards the end), but with this 
difference ; whilst the Book of Rasiel gives about 140 forms referring to the Creator 
as the King of the Universe, the compilation before us has about 360 such forms. 
Our version is, therefore, more complete than that which occurs in Rasiel. Besides, 
the variations themselves are most interesting and instructive; and what strikes one 
at first sight is the use of expressions throughout this long passage in our Key 
identical with those occurring in the Jewish Prayer Book, the original source of 
which may be traced to the Hebrew Scriptures themselves. 


H. G. 
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